RUSSIAN ENGINEER

was exactly the opposite. Under such circumstances,
the confusion which ensued reached enormous
proportions and naturally the work suffered In
consequence,

It was whilst I was at the N.K.R.K.I. in Moscow
and consulting with the Commissar of the Metallur-
gical Section in his private office, that the door
suddenly burst open and a young Russian engineer
rushed into the room, gesticulating violently and
shouting to the Commissar in a very agitated
manner. He was calmed by other officials who rushed
after him and asked him to state his business. In
short he told of mismanagement and corruption at
Magnetogorsk by his Russian colleagues in spite of
all the sound advice given by the Americans and
German specialists. He claimed that someone was
sure to be shot and he did not want to be that person.
So much of the conversation I could understand,
my interpreter told me more later. They let him
have his say, then asked him to go to another room
and write out his report.

There can be little doubt that arrests resulted.

MeanwhileanappealwasreceivedattheN.K.R.KJ.
for a plan of procedure, and through this the Com-
missar came to my room one morning with two
other officials and asked me to make out a programme,
Even at that stage had my instructions been carried
out they would have had a reasonable chance of
completing the major portion of the job within the
period allotted by the Five-Year Plan.

However, for my own protection I included the
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